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10th December 2021 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
The US baseball player Yogi Berra had something of a way with words. He once saidΥ άLǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŘŜƧŀ Ǿǳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ 
ŀƎŀƛƴέ. On Wednesday, 8th December, the Prime Minister announced the implementation of Plan B of the 
COVID-19 Response: Autumn and Winter Plan. Plan B sets out a number of additional measures across society 
to control transmission of COVID-19. However, the Government remains clear on the critical importance of 
not disrupting the education of children and young people and will prioritise keeping all education and 
childcare settings open. To that end, we have again been asked to provide an on-site test for pupils on return 
in January. We are aiming to return all of our pupils to school staggered across our first day back (Monday 10th 
January). Mr Soulsby will be in touch with Parents and Carers with our plans next week.  
 
Yesterday we were informed that both the AGSB Big Band and Concert Band have made it through to the NCBF 
National Finals which take place at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester in April. This is an 
outstanding achievement considering they were competing against some of the top independent schools and 
University bands in the country. Congratulations to Mr Monument and all the pupils involved. 
   
[ŀǎǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻǳǎŜ {ƘƻǳǘΩ aǳǎƛŎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴ IŀƭƭΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ 
many parents attended the evening and they certainly did not go home disappointed. The House spirit that 
was on display was quite amazing and it was wonderful to see pupils from all age groups working together to 
create some memorable musical moments. I believe that the evening fully showcased what a house system 
can do in breaking down age barriers and instilling positive cohesion across the student body of the entire 
school. In terms of leadership opportunities, the Senior boys revelled in the opportunity to lead and manage 
the younger boys in their House. Many thanks to Mr Soulsby and his team for organising and delivering such a 
memorable event and well done to Stamford House for winning the Gartside Trophy. Thank you also to our 
House Sponsors - Myersons Solicitors, D Wardle (Plant) Ltd, ABC Warranty and Sodexo for their continued 
support.  
 
It has been another full and successful fortnight of sport.  Today the U16 and U18 indoor squads played some 
excellent hockey to win their respective regional competitions and will now compete in the National Finals at 
Whitgift School, London in 2022. In football, five age groups have made it through to the latter stages of the 
Manchester Cup.  
 
Rugby and football fixtures have been decimated by the weather of late and unfortunately our fields remain 
under water. Our fundraising campaign to improve outdoor sports facilities has begun well. A reminder that 
all parents and carers will be invited to attend a reception over the next few months and with your support, 
our facilities for rugby, football, hockey, cricket and tennis will be vastly improved and will provide our pupils 
ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ψŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ-ǊƻǳƴŘΩ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  
 
Next Thursday, pupils are invited to come into school wearing something festive with their uniform. We would 
encourage all students to wear a Christmas jumper to school on that day and make a voluntary donation to 
Chad's Challenges. Parents can donate via ParentPay.  
 
I wish you and your families well for the weekend ahead. 
 
Yours faithfully  

 

Mr G. A. Wright - Head Master 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021?utm_source=7%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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National Concert Band Festival 
 

The AGSB Big Band and Concert Band recently 
travelled to Warwick for the National Concert Band 
Festival and we are absolutely delighted to 
announce that the only Platinum Award of the day 
went to the Big Band and the Concert Band received 
a Gold award!   
 
The boys had a brilliant time and were an absolute 
credit to the School and we have just learnt that 
both Bands have made it through to the National 

Concert Band National Finals which take place at the Royal Northern College of Music in April 2022. 
 
Well done to all those who took part and a big thank you to Mr Monument, our Director of Music, for 
organising. 
 
 
 
You can watch both performances on the AGSB 
Music Instagram account.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGSB Hindu, Sikh and Jain Society 
 
After two hectic nights of AGSB's first multicultural performance event, the Hindu, Sikh and Jain Society 
are proud to announce that an amazing £2,800 was raised for the Veerayatan Charity.  
 
All the money raised from this event will go to building a new library within a school in rural India.  
 
Utsav 2021 turned out to be a tremendous success, surpassing any expectations we had. A huge thank 
you to all the teachers, staff and students who volunteered and performed across the two nights! 
 
See you next year! 
 
Soham Bhansali - Hindu, Sikh and Jain Society 
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Year 8 House Public Speaking Competition 
 
The Year 8 House Public Speaking Competition was held on Friday of last week 
and the motion was 'Due to surging gas prices, now is the best time to invest in 
renewables'.  The students addressed a wide variety of relevant issues and 
competition was very tightly-contested.  The competition was well-supported by 
staff and Y8 and Y7 students.  It was won by the Proposition, consisting of 
Reyansh B & Adhitya K (Massey) and Ahmad A & Ali D (Tatton).  Massey was awarded first place by virtue 
of Reyansh's excellent contribution as Seconder.  The defeated opposition team consisted of Bhargav K & 
Ebbe A (Stamford) and George B & Vishakh S (Bradbury).  The judges awarded third place to Stamford on 
the back of Bhargav's superb performance as Questioner.  Many thanks to Mr Williams (Geography), Head 
Prefect, Adham S (Y13) and Cameron Mc (Y13) for judging the competition, Kiran D (Y13) for judging and 
Ms Marson and Ms Mahoney for hosting.  Thanks as well to other staff and students who came along to 
support the participants.  The final House Public Speaking competition, for Year 7, is on Thursday 16th 
December when the motion will focus on the legacy of Michael Jordan.   

Mr Croxton 
Head of History & Politics 

AGSB Philosophy Society 
 
Last ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !D{. 
Philosophy Society took a political 
turn, focusing on if the state was 
justified. Led by Sulay C (12HP), we 
discussed the various justifications 
and arguments against the state eg. 
social contract theory and 
anarchism. Sulay led us 
chronologically through these 
theories with a clear understanding 
which made these somewhat 
dense topics easy and enjoyable.  

The session was fantastic and quite interactive as we had people of both views, making for quite the 
debate!  

Adhav Chidambaram 12DV 

AGSB Alumni Talks 
 
Old Altrinchamian, Alan Cheung, came into School last week and gave a 
very insightful talk about careers in Civil Engineering.  The students 
enjoyed hearing of the many projects Alan has been part of as well as 
his career progression so far. 
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We were also very pleased to welcome back Old 
Alt and Dentist, Bilal Ahmad last week who gave a 
fascinating alumnus talk to students about his 
career pathway and gave them many tips on how 
to succeed in gaining entry to Dental School.   
 
We are very grateful to all of the speakers who 
give up their time to share their experiences with 
learners. 

Mr Gallamore 
Head of Careers 
 

Alumni Careers Talks 
 

Next Monday will see the culmination of the series of Career talks delivered 
by ex-students from the school.   We have had a great variety of speakers from 
recent leaver Alex Cockx who owns Hale Karate club to 72-year-old Jim 
Armour who had a very successful career within global logistics. 

 
On Monday lunchtime we have CEO of Matillion, Matthew Scullion, coming in to talk about his journey 
from leaving AGSB to building a "Unicorn status" start-up business.   MatthewΩǎ company helps agile 
enterprises convert raw data into actionable, analytics-ready data in the cloud in minutes for new insights 
and better business decisions.  Their current client list includes Microsoft, PWC, Siemens and Sony 
amongst many others and upon a recent sale of shares the company was valued at $1.5 Billion. 
 
Matthew is very kindly giving up his time to do a Q&A with the students who have already submitted the 
questions they would like to have answered.    This talk is accessible to all students, and we hope for a 
bumper turnout to make the most of this opportunity to hear first-hand from one of our most successful 
old boys about his career. 
 

COP26 House Competition 
 

The House COP26 House Competition took place last week and the winners are listed 
below.  The standard was incredible.  Congratulations to Maksim M (7SI) who spoke at 
COP26 in Glasgow!  He is campaigning with his mum for better air quality across Greater 
Manchester, and the School community should be very proud of him. 
 
1st place - Maksim M (7SI) (Stamford) 

  2nd place - Ben F (7S1) (Massey) 
  3rd place - Ryan S, Mohammed A, Aidh S and Nish P (9GA) (Tatton) 
  4th place - Ehsan A, Yuufy A, Mohammed A (7OL) (Tatton) 

 
  The following boys received Highly Commended: 
  Ehan S (9FB) (Tatton) 
  Prosper O (7RH) (Bradbury) 
  Ben F (7SI) (Massey) 
  Leo P (7SI) (Bradbury) 
  Jacob L (7RH) (Massey) 
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AGSB House System 
 
 
 
The Christmas standings for the Saville Laver 

Cup are as follows: 
 

4th Massey 
3rd Stamford 
2nd Tatton 
1st Bradbury 
 

 
 
 

 
Design and Technology 

 
Year 8 were proud to test their Medieval Siege weapons 
recently with an 80% success rate.  The Trebuchet 
designs were manufactured with precision and accuracy 
and it was the best year ever with 12 out of 15 shots on 
target to strike the castle wall.  This is a popular project 
where pupils can apply Mathematics and Physics to 
create a catapult with range and power. Well done to the 
ά²ŀƭƭ ²ŀǎǘŜǊǎέ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭΦ 

 
Mr R Baker 
Head of Technology 
 

 
 

ESU Public Speaking Competition 
  

Great news! Both ESU Public Speaking Competition teams made it 
through the regional heats last week and will now compete at the 
national level after Christmas. 
 
Y10 team - Laurie M, Amr T, Manthan D (a last-minute addition to 
the team) and Y11 team - Jamie L-B, Jacob R and Yusuf N. 
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AGSB PFA 

 
The AGSB PFA were invited to Radio Alty last week to speak about mental health.  Head Master, Mr Wright, 
Anna Jones, Chair of the PFA and other PFA members and student Adam Byrne were all live on air.  To 
listen to the podcast, click on this LINK. 
 

AGSB House Shout 
 
A fantastic evening was had by all at the Annual House Shout event.  All four Houses put together some 
fantastic performances but the deserving winners in all three categories was Stamford House ς 
congratulations to all the students who took part.  
 
 

 Musical Ensembles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mixcloud.com/RadioAlty/lets-talk-about-mental-health/


Altrincham Grammar School for Boys 
A Grammar School with Academy Status 

Head Master: Mr G. A. Wright MA (Hons) FRSA 
Marlborough Road, Bowdon, Altrincham, WA14 2RS 

Unison (Left) 
 

 
 
 

 
            Choral Harmony (Right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Winners ς Stamford House 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 




