Altrincham Grammar School for Boys
Cyberbullying Policy 
1
Definition 
Cyberbullying is an aggressive, intentional act carried out by a group or individual using ICT, particularly mobile phones and/or the internet, deliberately and repeatedly to in a way that upsets someone else.  Cyberbullying can take place both between peers and across generations; Teachers and other adults can also be targets.   There are seven categories:

· Text messaging

· Picture/videos from mobile phones

· Phone calls 

· Email bullying

· Chat room messages

· Instant messages during on-line conversations

· Via websites, including blogs and personal websites

2.
School actions

a) All pupils are taught about cyberbullying within the ICT curriculum.  Pupils learn about the risks, consequences and safe use of all ICT technologies.  Cyberbullying is also covered within the PSHE curriculum as part of the wider coverage of bullying.
b) Whole school and year assemblies and ‘Thought for the Week’ address this issue from time to time in order to reinforce the work within the ICT curriculum
c) All e‘communication used for school activities is monitored and the school’s ‘firewall’ technology is continually updated.

d) Exclusion is the most likely punishment for any pupil/pupils found guilty of cyberbullying.  Those who forward messages/images will be regarded as accessories and will be treated in a similar way to accessories involved in more traditional forms of bullying.  

3.
Guidance to parents


Parents can support school and their son/s by:

· Reinforcing the message from school concerning safe use of information technology

· Using control software and monitoring the use of chat rooms and blogs

· Ensuring their son(s) know what to do if bullying arises

· Contacting the school and the ISP or mobile phone network if there is a problem.

4.
Guidance to pupils


If you receive hurtful or intimidating messages:

· Do not ignore them – tell someone you trust either at school or at home
· Do not delete messages – they may be useful evidence in tracing and stopping the bully.

· Never reply to the message – that will confirm that you have received the message and your reply may inflame the situation.

· If you receive a message about someone else remember to respect that person – don’t act as an accessory to a cyberbully.

5.
Cyberbullying and the law

a) Under Education law

Bullying is never acceptable.  The school community has a duty to protect all its members and provide a safe, healthy environment.  Under the Education and Inspections Act 2006 the Head Master has the power ‘to such as an extent as is reasonable’ to regulate the behaviour of pupils when they are off site.  Mobile phones and other ICT equipment may be confiscated from pupils under powers granted by this act.  

b) Under other laws:

Cyberbullying activities may be criminal offences under a range of different laws, including:

· The Malicious Communications Act 1988

· Section 127 of the Communications Act 2003

· The Protection from Harassment Act 1997

6.
Useful websites include:

· Yp.direct.gov.uk/cyberbullying
· Stopcyberbullying.org
There are several others that can be accessed via an internet search for ‘cyberbullying’.
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